
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

English Policy 
 
Introduction 
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of English taught and learnt at Oak View 
Primary Academy. The school’s policy for English is based on the National Curriculum document 2013. This 
policy has been developed by the subject leader as a result of staff training and discussion and has the 
agreement of the Governing body. The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all the teaching 
and support staff.  
 
Developing children’s language and literacy skills are essential for them participating fully as a member of 
society. Fluency in the English language is an essential foundation for success in all subjects. At Oak View 
Primary Academy we recognise that without effective communication, language and literacy skills, limited 
progress will be made. It is vital that the skills learnt in English are used and applied across the whole school 
curriculum in order to develop life-long learning.  In our work in English, we are always striving for excellence 
and want to inspire children to do the same. 
 
INTENT  

ü For all children to leave our school able to read fluently, easily, with a good understanding and with a 
love of reading. 

ü To develop a good spoken and written vocabulary. 
ü To be able to write clearly, accurately and coherently.  
ü To be competent at speaking and listening so that the children can explain themselves with confidence.  

 
We aim for each child to: 

ü Have a positive attitude towards English; 
ü Have self-confidence in their approach to English; 
ü Experience a sense of achievement regardless of age or ability; 
ü Be able to apply their English skills and knowledge across the curriculum; 
ü To be able to read fluently and have a broad range of comprehension skills; 
ü To be able to efficiently analysis a text; 
ü To speak clearly and confidently using a wide range of vocabulary; 
ü Be able to articulate views and opinions clearly and fluently, using relevant language; 
ü To be able to write for a range of purposes and audiences; 
ü To be able to edit and improve their own writing by identifying and self-correcting spelling, 

punctuation and grammatical errors. 
 

Parents 
In order for parents to have a positive input into their child’s attainment, we believe there should be good 
communication between home and school. For example, curriculum information is shared at the start of each 
term and parents are informed of their child’s English targets, progress and how they can support their child 
to further improve at parents’ evenings. 



 
 
Equal Opportunity 
We are committed to providing a teaching environment conducive to effective and active learning. Each child 
is valued and we provide equal opportunity for all pupils to maximise their potential regardless of age, sexual 
orientation, transgender, race, colour, religion or disability. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION 
Planning 
English is a core subject in the National Curriculum and we use the Read to Write and Steps to Read schemes 
of work as the basis for implementing the Programmes of study for English at Oak View Academy. These have 
been selected carefully based on research evidence and the DfE approval. 
 
Planning takes place at three levels: long, medium and short term: 

• Long term planning is taken from the Read to Write and Steps to Read schemes of work which are 
based on the expectations laid out in the National Curriculum. The plans for Reading and Writing 
outline the yearly teaching programmes and key objectives from EYFS to Year Six.  
 

• Medium term plans take the form of individual unit plans from the Read to Write and Steps to Read 
units of work. Typically, a half term consists of a 3-week narrative unit and a 3-week non-fiction unit. 
Teachers adapt the plans to meet the needs of the class that they are teaching.  Each Read to Write 
unit of work follows the sequence below:  
Immerse – Immersion in the text to determine purpose audience and form, enjoy, explore and respond 
to the text 
Analyse- Familiarisation with text structures, familiarisation with language features, collect writer ints 
to create effects 
Plan- gather ideas, plan their own versions 
Write- modelled and guided writing, application of writer’s skills and knowledge, independent writing 
draft, revise and edit. 
 

• Short term: Teachers plan weekly for reading and writing lessons suing the unit plans and adapting 
them according to the children’s needs and progress. They are evaluated on a daily basis and adjusted 
depending on prior learning, children’s progress and whole class next steps. 

 
Teaching 
To provide adequate time for developing English skills, each class teacher will provide a daily English lesson 
(writing) as well as a daily reading lesson.  
At the start of the English lesson, children are given opportunity to apply age related aspects of punctuation 
and grammar by editing and improving a given sentence. 
 
To support this approach each classroom has a washing line displaying key aspects of the unit – model text 
and images, shared writing, key vocabulary, toolkits and examples of editing and improving writing. The 
purpose of a working wall/washing line is to support the children who require a reminder of previous learning; 
it develops them as independent learners.  
 
Spelling 
Daily spelling sessions are planned using the ‘No Nonsense’ spelling scheme of work from Year 2. During these 
sessions children are taught the spelling rules applicable to their year group. Opportunities to apply these 
transferable skills are planned into units and other curriculum areas. 



Writing   
Prior to the start of a unit children are asked to write a ‘Cold Task’. Following analysis of these cold tasks 
teachers write model texts that incorporate age related language features and aspects of writing lacking from 
the Cold Task. At the end of a unit children are asked to write a ‘Hot Task’.  This, along with other examples of 
independent writing, is used to determine the stage the children are working at in relation to national 
standards for each year group.  
As the children approach the end of Years 2 and 6 the focus is on children applying their writing skills across a 
range of genres through shorter focused units. The ‘Cold and Hot Task’ elements are removed at this point. 
 
Writing is moderated every half term against the standards for the year group, and teachers assess the 
children’s progress against the learning objectives regularly and record this on the school system, Insight.  
 
Reading 
For children to make good progress across all areas of learning it is vital that children are confident, fluent 
readers who read for pleasure and are able to understand and analyse a range of text types. In addition, 
reading provides children the opportunity to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and 
spiritually’. Reading allows pupils to ‘acquire knowledge’ and to ‘build on what they already know’.  Reading 
can be split into two distinct parts; 

• Word Reading / Decoding (Phonics) 
• Language Comprehension (both listening and reading) 

 
Reading Lessons 
To develop age related language comprehension skills, a daily 40 minute reading lesson takes place using the 
Steps to Read programme. It allows pupils to develop their reading skills. Daily reading sessions, using a 
common quality text, allow pupils to study a range of literature, including fiction, non-fiction and poetry .  
The 4 step teaching sequence follows this structure: 

1. Reading to children to activate prior knowledge, share anchor questions, look at the vocabulary used, 
explore and respond, encourage fluency 

2. Model to children explicit skills and strategies, reference the text 
3. Children practise strategies and skills taught and explore and discuss the text 
4. Children apply by evidencing anchor questions with verbal and written responses 

 
At Oak View we understand that both of these dimensions are essential to success and achievement in 
reading. These areas are also clearly linked to applying English skills across the curriculum: speaking and 
listening, writing, spelling, grammar and vocabulary. At Oak View we understand that reading is a crucial 
element of life-long learning hence children are encouraged and praised at every stage, so a love of reading is 
developed.  All children are entitled to enjoy the very best children's literature and this is reflected in the 
schemes of work that we have selected.  

SEND 
We aim to embed our policy for children with Special Educational Needs and Disability into all aspects of 
planning, teaching and assessing across the school. We maintain high expectations for all pupils and are 
committed to providing a broad, stimulating, inclusive English curriculum, which supports all children to 
achieve age related expectations or higher.   
 
All children benefit from the Read to Write approach. Class teachers plan work carefully to ensure learning 
opportunities are matched to the needs of pupils of all abilities. Teachers will consider the needs of children 



who are less able, slightly below expected level, ‘on track’ and more able, and will plan work, which challenges 
the children appropriately. 
 
Reading intervention programmes 
A range of interventions are used to ensure progress in reading is maintained. Interventions used include: 
Reading Plus, use of Rapid Readers, Inference Training, access to Phonics and personalised one-to-one 
support. 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage  
In Reception, the Read to write and Steps to Read schemes of work are also followed. Children are encouraged 
to write in English lessons as well as through continuous provision throughout the day. Children are 
encouraged to read throughout the day as well as during their phonics lessons.  
 
Marking 
Children are actively encouraged to be involved in marking, either through self or peer marking.  Marking 
takes account of the learning objectives for the lesson and should make clear the pupils’ next steps for their 
learning.  Marking labels will be used to share the learning objective and for children and staff to self/peer 
assess each child’s progress during the lesson.  
Children are encouraged to respond to the teacher’s developmental marking with corrections and further 
responses, to show an open dialogue to help to improve and move learning on.  (See Marking Policy) 
 
Presentation 
Children must be set high expectations for the presentation of their work. (See presentation policy). 
 
IMPACT 
We assess the impact of our teaching in the following ways:  

 
Pupil progress is discussed with parents/carers at Parents Evenings throughout the year and in the end of year 
report. Next steps are identified and shared with parents.  
 
Evaluation and Monitoring 
The impact of English teaching will be monitored regularly throughout the school through: 

• Lesson observations 
• Book sampling 
• Reviewing and monitoring of planning  
• Assessment and analysis of data 
• Learning walks 

 
 
 
 

Half termly Termly Annually 
• Writing moderated by staff 
• Phonics assessments (RWInc) or 
• PM Benchmark reading 

assessments. 
• Writing moderated with 

Weaverham Primary Academy.  

• Reading test (Rising stars) or 
previous SATS papers (Y2 & Y6). 

• Reading and Comprehension 
Age (Salford Sentence Reading 
Test) 

 

• Spelling age (SWST) 
• Cluster moderation of writing 

(when available). 



PHONICS 
INTENT 
Phonics is taught through Read Write Inc, an inclusive literacy programme for all children learning to read. 
Children learn the 44 common sounds in the English language and how to blend them to read and spell. 
Reading is the key that unlocks the whole curriculum so the ability to efficiently decode is essential.   The 
intent is: 

• To apply the skill of blending phonemes in order to read words. 
• To segment words into their constituent phonemes in order to spell words. 
• To learn that blending and segmenting words are reversible processes. 
• To read high frequency words that do not conform to regular phonic patterns. 
• To read texts and words that are within the children’s phonic capabilities as early as possible. 
• To decode texts effortlessly so the children can focus on comprehending what they read.  
• To apply his/her phonic knowledge when spelling. 

IMPLEMENTATION 
A daily 40 minute session is delivered across Reception and KS1 and to some children in KS2 who have not yet 
achieved the expected standard.  
 
The phonics part of the session includes: 

• Teaching a new sound 
• Reviewing sounds previously taught 
• Reading green words 
• Reviewing green words to read speedily 
• Reading nonsense words 
• Spelling with Fred Fingers 

Opportunities to develop comprehension skills are planned into the reading part of the session. (Refer to 
Appendix 2 for typical weekly timetable) 

EYFS 
Phonics is introduced in Nursery to children by playing lots of games, helping to tune them in to the sounds 
they can hear. This then progresses to ‘Fred games’ to encourage oral blending and then when the child is 
ready, they will be taught the set 1 graphemes. 

Phonics sessions are taught from the onset in Reception. In addition to these daily lessons, Fred games are 
played throughout the day, ‘Pinny Time’ is given to target children learning particular sounds and an additional 
5 minute recap on phonics sounds is also taught in the afternoon. 

SEND 
Any child who is falling behind the expected level, or who has not met the expected phonics level in Key stage 
1, including those with SEND, will continue to attend daily phonics sessions streamed with children from other 
year groups. They are also given extra practice in an afternoon session with a TA where possible. This may be 
one to one or in a small group. The learning environment supports the retention of phonics knowledge: wall 
friezes in each classroom, speed sound charts on display and sound charts on tables. 
 
IMPACT 
Phonics assessments are carried out by the reading leader every half term. Children are then grouped across 
Reception, key stage 1 (and 2 if applicable) according to their assessment level. The impact is tracked using the 
phonics progress grid and additional support is provided accordingly to those who require it. 



The phonics screen test is carried out as a national requirement for all children in year 1. Children are tested 
on reading real and nonsense words and are re-tested again in year 2 should they not meet the required level 
in year 1. 
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Appendix 1: RWInc weekly reading timetable: Yellow, blue and grey books 

 

 

Day 1  
(reading accurately) 

Day 2  
(reading accurately) 

Day 3  
(fluency) 

Day 4  
(comprehension) 

Day 5   
(application) 

Approximate 
Timings 

Teach or review daily speed 
sound lesson (pg 34) 

Teach or review daily speed 
sound lesson (pg 34) 
 

Teach or review daily speed 
sound lesson (pg 34) 
 

Teach or review daily speed 
sound lesson (pg 34) 
 

Review daily speed sound 
lesson (pg 34) 
 

 12-15 mins 

Speed sounds from the 
book- Practice saying aloud 

Speedy green words Partner practice- speedy 
green words and red words 
from book 

Think about the story 
(online) 
 

Hold a sentence 1 (2 if time)  
 

 
 
 

Story green words- read 
green words (online and 
printable) 
single-syllabic 
root words and suffix 

Speedy red words Jump in 
 

Third read- children read 
their story book with 
partner 

Spell check   
 
 

Speedy green words- 
(online) read without 
sounding out  

Partner practice Second read- children read 
their story book with 
partner  

Questions- find the answers 
to questions in the book, 
fastest finger first or have a 
think!  

Listen to readers (4th read 
independent) 
 

 
 
 

Story red words- read 
speedily  

Story introduction (online 
and printable) 

Hand out red words 

 

 

Questions to read and 
answer in pairs 

Collect in books 
 
Teacher reads book bag 
book to children & sends 
copy home for weekend. 

 

 Partner practice- speed 
sounds, red and green 
words in the book  

First read- children read 
their story book with 
partner 

Send book home 


